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THE IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE between capitalism and
communism, which has dominated world politics since 1917,
has often been represented as a straight fight between Henry
Ford and Kail Marx.

The ugliness and the contradictions of the first industrial
revolution on which Marx built his philosophy of the class
struggle and the collectivist state were directly challenged by
Ford. His mass-produced motor-cars became the symbol of
advancing affluence in capitalist societies wooing the workers
from their class loyalties and destroying socialism for all time.

Today, in the West, car production figures have become the
prime index for measuring economic growth and the annual
motor shows have developed into modem harvest festivals,
where huge congregations gather to give thanks for power-
steering and tubeless tyres and to bow down before bigger tafl-
fins and automatic transmission. Ford, it is widely believed,
has conquered Marx, banished planning and public ownership
for ever, and made the world safe for a car-owning democracy
and free enterprise.

Those who dream this comfortable dream should read the
Buchanan Report on urban traffic and think long and hard
about its implications. For its real importance far transcends
the detailed proposals it makes for dealing with the short-term
problems of congestion and is much more than a plea fa* a
massive expansion of our present roadbuilding programme.

Professor Buchanan and his colleagues have undertaken a
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